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hostility had driven British statesmen into Germany's arms that
even after this eye-opening experience their first instinct was to
seek, not a new partner, but a closer partnership. The spring
months of 1901 witnessed Chamberlain's third and final attempt
to link London and Berlin together. There still exist two drafts
of an Anglo-German convention, drawn up during May in the
British foreign office, and a remarkable memorandum by Salis-
bury advancing various arguments against them.1 But the main
obstruction was in Berlin; and by mid-June Chamberlain wrote
to Eckardstein despairing of the negotiations. Later in the year,
in a speech defending the conduct of British troops in South
Africa, he drew a parallel with the German troops in 1870, which
was twisted into an insult by the German press. Blilow not
merely permitted their violent attacks on the British minister,
but in the Reichstag (8 January 1902) endorsed them.
Meanwhile another power dreaded Russia's aggressions no
less than Britain. This was Japan, whose minister in London,
Baron Hayashi, broached a proposal to Lord Lansdowne in
April 1901, and more fully at the end of July. Her special con-
cern was to prevent Russia from acquiring Korea. Hayashi said
that his governmentcwould certainly fight in order to prevent it;
and it must be the object of their diplomacy to isolate Russia,
with which Power, if it stood alone, they were prepared to deal'.2
Tokio, however, was divided between two policies—one as
above, and the other to make a direct agreement with the Tsar.
In the late autumn, when Hayashi was at last fully authorized to
discuss the first, a famous Japanese elder statesman, Marquis
Ito, was sent to St. Petersburg to discuss the second. But Lans-
downe firmly refused to go on unless the latter mission were
dropped. Ito was diverted to England, and on 30 January 1902
the alliance was signed.3
King Edward minuted that the German government should
be at once informed, adding that ethe Emperor will be much
interested in hearing the news, as he has strongly advocated a
1	G. P. Gooch and H. W. V. Temperley, British Documents, ii. 66 and 68. Each
side was to afford the other benevolent neutrality if at war with one power; active
help if attacked by a second. Austria and Italy were to be brought in by parallel
treaties. Salisbury's main objection was the difficulty of fulfilment; 'neither we nor
the Germans are competent to make the suggested promises'; while *a promise of
defensive alliance with England would excite bitter murmurs in every rank of
German society*.
2	Ibid,, ii. 91.
3	Full text, showing successive drafts, in British Documents* ii. 115-20.

